[image: image1.png]



UNIVERSITY of LIMERICK
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STATISTICAL CONSULTING UNIT

A Statistical Consulting Unit (SCU) was established at the University of Limerick in 1999 to provide a professional statistical consulting service. The Unit is based within the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at the University.

A collaborator with the Centre of Biostatistics (formed within the Dept) we also run a consultancy service outside of UL predominantly for HSE personnel and Industry and we have also been called in to act as expert witnesses in court cases. These services are available (without cost) to clinicians and other personnel working for the HSE Mid-Western Area under a special arrangement set up between the SCU and the Health Board. 

Directed and managed by Professor Don Barry (Professor of Statistics and Vice President Academic & Registrar) and Dr Jean Saunders (Executive Director SCU) the services offered by the SCU include:

 (a)
One-to-one consultations offering statistical help and advice e.g. advice on designing experiments and questionnaires, clinical trials, sampling procedures, data entry, application and explanation of statistical methods, summarising data and interpretation of results. 

(b)        Actual data analyses together with statistical reports that can be used as part of subsequent more detailed summary reports and/or journal papers.

 (c)
 The provision of short courses in statistical methodology and the use of particular statistical packages.

The SCU offers drop-in sessions at UL from 11-1 on Tuesdays and Thursdays in Room no D2029 in the main building at UL (for queries of up to 30 mins duration) and longer hour-long sessions that can be booked with the unit at any time. We can be called in at any point in a study from the planning stage (preferable) right through to the final analyses. We also offer consultation sessions at hospitals within the Region – appointments for these can be set up at any time. 

In January/February and June/July each year we offer courses in surveys and questionnaire design, use of SPSS and Basic Statistical Methods as well as Experimental Design and (in the future) Structural Equation Modelling. As well as these regular twice yearly courses on University premises (that HSE personnel are welcome to attend) other courses can be arranged at any time during the year and all courses are subject to a charge.  

All enquiries about these courses or requests for consultations should be directed to Dr Jean Saunders (contact details below):

Dr Jean Saunders
Executive Director
Statistical Consulting Unit
Dept of Maths and Statistics
University of Limerick
Limerick
Tel: 00353-61-213471
Mob: 00353 - 86 - 3866353
Fax: 00353 - 61 - 334927
email: jean.saunders@ul.ie
